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NEWS RELEASE

October 10, 1991
BROWNING WOMAN NAMED UM'S FIRST BLACKFEET SCHOLAR
MISSOULA —
Valerie Running Fisher of Browning has been selected as The
University of Montana's first "Blackfeet Scholar," receiving the Earl
Old Person Scholarship and its $5,000 annual stipend.
Running Fisher, a junior majoring in social work, entered UM
this fall after graduating from Blackfeet Community College as
salutatorian of her class last spring.
A single mother with a 6-year-old daughter, Running Fisher
worked full-time in a lay advocate position as a public defender in
Blackfeet Tribal Court while attending college.

She plans to attend

law school after earning her bachelor's degree.
Bonnie Craig, acting director of UM's Native American Studies
Program, worked with Running Fisher in the tribal court from 1988
through 1990 and described her as an outstanding choice for the new
scholarship.

Faced with the difficult task of balancing work, school

and motherhood, Craig said, Running Fisher managed to maintain high
standards and "an extremely positive attitude" in all aspects of her
lif e .
"Valerie always was one of the most ethical, caring and honest
persons that I worked with in the tribal court," Craig said.
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The scholarship was awarded by UM President George Dennison, who
established the program this year to encourage top Blackfeet
scholars.

Named for Blackfeet Nation Chief Earl Old Person, the

scholarship is renewable for up to four years.

Running Fisher is

expected to receive the scholarship stipend for two years until her
graduation, at which time a new Blackfeet Scholar will be selected.
The scholar must be an enrolled tribal member who demonstrates
knowledge of and active participation in Blackfeet culture and has an
outstanding scholastic record.

Applications,

including a five-page

essay discussing the role of education in solving significant issues
confronting the Blackfeet Nation, were submitted to a scholarship
committee which made recommendations to Dennison.

###
Contact: Native American Studies Program, 243-5831.
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